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Mrs. Marino is the principal at Beachwood Elementary School. 
Today, Mary Doe arrived at school very tired. Mary was sent to 
Mrs. Marino’s office because for the past several months she has 
been sleeping in class and appears very lethargic. This is a 
behavior that was not apparent last school year.  
 
When Mrs. Marino began to talk to Mary, Mary began to cry. Mary 
told Mrs. Marino that she is tired because her step-father, John, 
comes into her room at night and “bothers her”. Mary adds that 
John babysits her and that she tried to talk with her mother, but 
that she doesn’t want to get John into trouble because she loves 
him and he helps take care of her.  
 
Mrs. Marino adds that she had John at the elementary school as 
a child and that he was always a behavior problem. He picked on 
the other kids, had a bad temper, and was not well liked by the 
other children. When Mrs. Marino tried to talk with John’s mother 
about these issues, his mother rarely would come to the school 
and seemed very distant from him.  
 
Mary also has a brother, Mike, who attends the Elementary 
School with her. He is in first grade. Mrs. Marino has heard that 
there is an older brother but she has never met him, nor has she 
met Mary’s father.  Mrs. Marino has not seen Mary’s step-father 
since he became an adult. The family moved around prior to 
settling in the area so she does not know a lot about the family.  
 
Mrs. Marino believes that Mary is being sexually abused because 
of the behavior change of sleeping in the classroom and because 
Mary told her that John is bothering her. 


